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Dear Reader,

We have been struck by the lack of books currently on the market that celebrate
the

joy,

accomplishment,

partnership,

we

have

and

worked

history

to

of

research,

Black
read,

Canadians
and

assess

for
as

children.
many

In

books

currently in print, or available from our library systems, as possible that specifically
centre Black Canadians.

What we have found is there are only a couple dozen books that even touch upon
the history of Black Canadians and of those, we chose our favourites that centred
narratives that are as real, truthful, and we hope - highlight not only resilience but
also Black Excellence. There is a lot of trauma that we cannot avoid in sharing the
Black experience in Canada through these books, and we cannot turn away from
the history of enslavement, segregation, and racism that are the unfortunate and
unacceptable foundation of this country and its continuing systems.

We want to be clear that the history of colonization, enslavement, and oppression
is

NOT

Black

history,

but

within

that

history,

there

are

important

stories

of

community, resilience, and self-determination that we must celebrate. We need to
work to teach this important history year-round, as our education systems have
grossly failed to do in Canada for far too long.
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A Message from the
Creators

(cont'd)

We have divided this list into two, beginning with more traditional picture books,
and

moving

into

Anthologies

and

Middle-Grade

books.

Books

that

serve

as

Anthologies and include many short biographical profiles may still be absolutely
appropriate for younger readers when used in bite-size parts.

We also want to encourage you to seek out additional resources, and use these
books as a jumping-off point into learning about the rich cultures, histories, and
accomplishments of Black Canadians and centre their voices.

Happy Reading,

Kelly

Sueann

inclusivestorytime.com

sueannhall.com

Scan the QR code to
access the full list,
summaries, and more!
Note:

We want to acknowledge that the language in a few of these books may now appear

dated as we have culturally shifted to language that centres humanity, so wherever possible you
should be correcting texts to say “enslaved persons” rather than “slave”, “Black vs “black”, etc.
We have made the conscious choice to include these texts for now because we cannot throw
out good history books with accurate, own voice information when there are so few to choose
from at this time. Our hope is that with demand they can be updated for future printings.
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Introduction
Our aim with this resource is to celebrate the rich and important history of Black
Canadians, which dates back to the landing of Mathieu De Costa, a free man, in
1603. While we cannot turn away from the history of enslavement and oppression
that have been inflicted upon African Canadians, the collective and continuing
history of Black Canadians needs to be celebrated and taught to all children. We
cannot further perpetuate the idea that there are nor have there ever been any
racial issues under our banner of “multiculturalism” - because this could not be
further from the truth.

Black History Month has been celebrated in Canada for some time, but it wasn’t
until 1995 that it was officially recognized by the federal government. The number
of children’s books that focus on Black Canadian History, or even the achievements
of its Black citizens, has been severely limited. This is due to many factors, one
being a lack of educational demand due to whitewashed curriculums, and another
being an overwhelming rush of US-focused history and important figures, such as
Martin Luther King, Rosa Parks and Harriet Tubman (to name a few). While these
are vitally important figures who should rightfully be celebrated, we also want to
be clear that space needs to be made in North American publishing for the stories
of Black Canadians and their contributions to society.

Black history is something to be celebrated all year long, and we should be filling
our shelves with fiction from Black Canadian authors with equal resolve as well. We
should not only do this during Black History Month, but year-round. Canada is filled
with Black Excellence and we must demand space in publishing for their voices!

@iamsueannhall x @inclusivestorytime
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Black Canadians are
Missing from our Books
While curating this list, it was immediately apparent that the gap in publishing the
stories of incredible Black Canadians was much bigger than we anticipated. We
hope by highlighting some of these amazing books we can show Canadians (and
the world) that there is a rich and important history that is essential to serve as
both a window and a mirror for kids - and demand the representation that is so
vitally needed.

Centering Joy and
Accomplishment
What we have found is there are only a couple dozen books that even touch upon
the history of Black Canadians and of those, we chose our favourites that centred
narratives that are as real, truthful, and we hope - highlight not only resilience but
also

Black

Excellence.

We

want

enslavement, and oppression is

to

NOT

be

clear

that

the

history

of

colonization,

Black history, but within that history, there are

important stories of community, resilience, and self-determination that we must
celebrate.

@iamsueannhall x @inclusivestorytime
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Make Connections
We encourage you to make pairings to bring context to books, and as a caregiver
or educator, this gives you the history behind the story so that you can extend the
learning, and engage curiosity. The basis for productive conversations with kids is
being well informed first or knowing where to access the information to help
answer their questions.

Righting Canada's Wrongs:
Africville
+
Africville
ext
Cont

Narrative

Birchtown and The Black
Loyalists
+
Abagail's Wish
C o n te xt
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N a rra
t iv e

Anthologies are for All!
While many anthologies are considered to be for Middle Grade - YA level books,
we firmly believe that using single excerpts and profiles is an amazing way to
being stories of amazing trailblazers to younger kids!

Big Dreamers:
Canadian
Black History

Amazing
Black Atlantic
Canadians

Trailblazers,
The Black
Pioneers Who
Shaped
Canada

+ more on
the list!
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Black Women
Who Dared

Picture Book Biographies
Highlighting the stories of amazing Black Canadians with narrative stories that kids
can relate to. Picture book biographies are great for connecting stories of real
people with kids from ages 3 and up depending on the subject matter and the
attention span of the individual child. They are a great way to help kids stand in
someone else's shoes!

+ more on
the list!
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Make Them A Picture
Book!
Just a few amazing Canadians that we wish had a picture book (along with
so many more!)

Jean Augustine

Lincoln Alexander

Carrie Best

Educationalist, social advocate,

Canadian lawyer who became the

Journalist and Social Activist,

and politician, instumental in the

first Black Canadian Member of

refused to budge before Viola

declaration of Black History Month

Parliament in the House of

Desmond, founded The Clairon

In Canada

Commons

Newspaper

Portia White

Rosemary Sadlier

Angela James
Considered the first star of

First Black Canadian concert

Author and Historian responsible for

womens hockey, and the first

singer to achieve international

the declaration of Emancipation

openly gay player.

fame.

Day in Ontario, and fighting for

Who would
you add?
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Share This Resource!
Our hope for this free resource is that you will share it with the caregivers,
educators, and librarians in your life to give them a roadmap to expanding their
collection of Black Canadian History books. Further to that, we hope you will take
this directly to your library to make holds, or your local bookstore and ask them to
stock more of these titles. Finally, we hope we push publishers to actively seek out
the stories of Black Canadians and make their stories into beautiful picture books
to be enjoyed by children for years to come.

When

you

share

this

resource,

please

make

sure

that

you

credit

its

authors

appropriately. If shared on social media, please ensure to tag BOTH creators
using their accounts (info below).

Kelly

Sueann

inclusivestorytime.com

sueannhall.com

@inclusivestorytime

@iamsueannhall

@inclusivetime

@iamsueannhall

While we provide permission to share this resource (and its additional parts) widely
and broadly, we do not permit for it to be hosted in part or in its entirety, digitally or
physically, outside of the creator's websites without their direct written permission
and proper citation.
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Picture Book Titles
Please keep in mind that this is a living document, and full summaries and notes for
use of these texts are available on our websites, the list in this document is a
starting point.

Oscar Lives Next Door

The Stone Thrower

Author: Bonnie Farmer

Author: Jael Ealey Richardson

llustrator: Marie Lafrance

Illustrator: Matt James

Publisher: Owl Kids Publishing

Publisher: Groundwood Books Ltd

All Aboard! Elijah McCoy’s Steam Engine

Race With Me

Author: Monica Kulling

Author: Andre De Grasse, Robert Budd

Illustrator: Bill Slavin

Illustrator: Joseph Osei Bonsu

Publisher: Tundra

Publisher: Scholastic Canada Ltd

When I Get Older

Africville

Author: K’naan, Sol Sol

Author: Shauntay Grant

Illustrator: Rudy Gutierrez

Illustrator: Eva Campbell

Publisher: Tundra

Publisher: Groundwood Books Ltd

A Likkle Miss Lou

Up Home

Author: Nadia L. Hohn

Author: Shauntay Grant

Illustrator: Eugenie Fernandes

Illustrator: Susan Tooke

Publisher: Owlkids Books Inc.

Publisher: Nimbus Publishing

Viola Desmond Won’t Be Budged

Mayann’s Train Ride

Author: Jody Nyasha Warner

Author: Mayann Francis

Illustrator: Richard Rudnicki

Illustrator: Tamara Thiébaux-Heikalo

Publisher: Groundwood Books Ltd

Publisher: Nimbus Publishing

Meet Willie O’Ree

Meet Mary Ann Shadd

Author: Elizabeth Macleod

Author: Elizabeth Macleod

Illustrator: Mike Deas

Illustrator: Mike Deas

@
i a m s u e a n n h a l l x @ i n c l u s i v e s t o r y t iPublisher:
me
Scholastic Canada Ltd
Publisher: Scholastic Canada Ltd
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Middle Grade and Older
Reader Titles
Please keep in mind that this is a living document, and full summaries and notes
for use of these texts are available on our websites, the list in this document is a
starting point.

The Kids Book of Canadian Black History

Righting Canada’s Wrongs: Africville

Author: Rosemary Sadlier

Author: Gloria Ann Wesley

Illustrator: Wang Qijun

Publisher: Lorimer

Publisher: Kids Can Press

Black Women Who Dared
Amazing Black Atlantic Canadians

Author: Naomi M. Moyer

Author: Lindsay Ruck

Illustrator: Naomi M. Moyer

Illustrator: James Bentley

Publisher: Second Story Press

Publisher: Nimbus Publishing Limited

Amazing Hockey Stories: P.K. Subban
Trailblazers: The Black Pioneers Who Have
Shaped Canada
Author: Tiyahna Ridley-Padmore

Author: Lorna Schultz Nicholson
Illustrator: D. A. Bishop
Publisher: Scholastic Canada Ltd

Illustrator: Merryl-Royce Ndema-Moussa
Publisher: Indigo Press

Birchtown and The Black Loyalists
Author: Wanda Taylor

Big Dreamers: The Canadian Black History
Activity Book (Vol. 1)

Publisher: Nimbus Publishing

Author: Akilah Newton and Tami Gabay

Abagail’s Wish

Illustrator: Danielle Murrell Cox

Author: Gloria Ann Wesley

Publisher: Bright Confetti Media Incorporated

Illustrator: Richard Rudnicki
Publisher: Nimbus Publishing

Big Dreamers: The Canadian Black History
Activity Book (Vol. 2)
Author: Akilah Newton and Omari Newton
Illustrator: Danielle Murrell Cox
Publisher: Akilah Newton Media

@iamsueannhall x @inclusivestorytime
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Scan the QR code to
access the full list,
summaries, and more!

Conclusion
On top of being more intentional to include more of these amazing books in your
reading, please take the time and effort to seek out positive, unchallenged, joyful
representation of Black children and families within your homes, classrooms, and
community

settings.

Wherever

possible

these

books

should

be

written

(and

illustrated!) by Black creators so that we make sure that Black Canadians are given
the space to tell their own stories.

Understanding

history

helps

us

understand

how

unfair

systems

remain

in

this

country and helps guide us in how to dismantle those systems - so we can raise a
more aware and proactive generation that can continue this work.

Black history is something that should be celebrated all year long, and we should
be filling our shelves with fiction from Black Canadians like “Music From The Sky” by
Denise Gillard, “Malakia’s Winter Carnival” by Nadia L. Hohn, “My Fade Is Fresh” by
Shauntay Grant, or “Lasso The Wind” by George Elliot Clarke - and SO many more.

We also want to reiterate that we worked with a limited number of books in
creating this resource - and from that, working with what is currently available in
print. We reached out to nearly every publisher in Canada while curating this list,
on top of combing retailer offerings and library catalogues - we hope to continue
to add to this list as more and more titles are published.
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